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Regional Development in Europe: 
A Variable Geometry 



FINANCIAL SERVICES DIVIDE: 
CENTRE - PERIPHERY 



KNOWLEDGE-INTENSIVE 
SERVICES DIVIDE:  
NORTH - SOUTH 



HOSPITALITY SERVICES DIVIDE: 
SOUTH - NORTH 



MANUFACTURING DIVIDE: 
EAST – WEST EUROPE 



HIGH TECH MANUFACTURING 
DIVIDE:  
CENTRE - PERIPHERY 



PRODUCTIVITY VARIATION PER 
SECTOR AND TYPE OF REGION 



GDP DIVIDE:  
TIME ZONES 



A new EU regional policy:  
Smart growth - Smart specialization 
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Cohesion Policy Objectives 
2014-2020 
Investing in growth and jobs 



A common strategy: Europe 2020  

"Innovation Union“ 

 Complete the European 
Research Area.  

 Improve framework 
conditions for business to 
innovate.  

 Strengthen EU 
instruments to support 
innovation . 

 Promote knowledge 
partnerships between 
academia and companies 

 

Three mutually reinforcing priorities:  
Smart growth: developing an economy based on knowledge and innovation.  
Sustainable growth: promoting a more resource efficient, greener economy.  
Inclusive growth: fostering employment, delivering social and territorial cohesion. 
7 Flagship Initiatives  incl. Youth-on-the move. Resource-efficient-Europe. Agenda-

for-skills-and-jobs. European-platform-against-poverty. 

“Digital Agenda"  

 High speed internet 
infrastructure and services. 

 True single market for 
online content and services  

 Increase support for ICTs. 
 Promote internet access 

and take-up by all 
European citizens. 

 Support for the 
digitisation of Europe's rich 
cultural heritage.  
  

 

 

"An industrial policy for 
the globalisation era"  

 Strong industrial base.  
 Better business 

environment, less 
transaction costs, clusters, 
access to finance. 

 Technologies that reduce 
natural resource use. 

 Internationalisation of 
SMEs. 

 Competitiveness of the 
tourism sector. 

 

 



Diversified regional strategies: 
Smart Specialization 

  A learning process to 
discover the research and 
innovation domains in which a 
region can hope to excel.  

 In this learning process, 
entrepreneurial actors are 
likely to play leading roles in 
discovering promising areas of 
future specialization.  

Not about «what to 
do» but «how to 
encourage 
entrepreneurs and 
firms and 
universities to 
discover what to do» 



URENIO Research 
on urban and regional development 



Intelligent / smart ecosystems: Three-layer ecosystems: 
 

L3-Digital space. Communication and knowledge management tools: Portals, 
Collaborative platforms,  Web 2.0 / Web 3.0, Sensors and networks 

 
L2-Institutional space. Innovation mechanisms - policy instruments: Information 

update, Technology transfer,  New product development, Innovation funding 
 

L1- Physical space. Agglomeration: People, Clusters / Industry sectors, Tech 
districts / LLs, Incubators, Regional / sub regional systems 

Turning urban and regional  

innovation ecosystem smart 

 

  

                                                                                                 
                                                               

  

                      

                                          

                              

                                                                                   

                                                                     

                                                                         

                                                                     

 

 

 

 

                                                                

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                

 

 

Innovation Financing 

Banks, Business Angels, 

Venture Capital, Regional 

Incentives 

Technology Transfer 

Organisations 

Tech Parks, Tech Networks, 

Brokers, Consultants 

 

 

Universities / 

Research 

Institutes 

Public R&D 

Laboratories 

Private R&D 

Departments  

and Centres 

Technology Information System 

Patents, Standards, Technical 

Publications, Emerging Markets, 

Foresight 

CLUSTERS 

Group of companies in co-

operation 

Vertical / Horizontal 

Dev. Org.Univ. Labs

Res. Inst.

Tech Park

Cluster

Cluster

e-Intelligence

e-Innovation

e-Technologies

e-Markets

Digital innovation environment

Innovation system and institutions

Knowledge-based agglomeration / clusters

Source: Intelligent Cities and Globalisation of Innovation Networks

Cities and Regions: 
Agglomeration of ecosystems 



Have a strategic view on 

markets and technologies. 

A field of innovation which 

has enormously profited from 

collaborative digital spaces is 

strategic intelligence.  

Digital space for cluster intelligence 

Developing ecosystems capability for 

Strategic Intelligence  



Developing ecosystems capability for 

Technology Acquisition  

Technologies are stored into databases and 

online marketplaces, coupled with online 

services: consulting services assessing a 

portfolio of intellectual property; evaluation; legal 

assistance through the deal-making process.  



Collaborative innovation environments based on community spaces 

are expert systems that may lead to problem resolution step-by-step, 

for instance through the stages of new product development 

Developing ecosystems capability for 

Collaborative Product Development 



VIRTUAL MARKETPLACES 

 

Promotion of clusters, 

products and services are 

mainstream functions of 

digital marketplaces.  

 

Digital promotion take 

multiple forms: direct 

marketing, attraction of 

people and investments, 

procurement and 

purchasing, auctions, 

community and e-

government services.  

 

Developing ecosystems capability for 

Global Marketing and Promotion 



Every city or regional 
cluster 
  

 Industry cluster 
 Technology district 
 Central-city area 
 Technology park 
 Incubator 
 University campus 
 Services sector 

 
can deploy its knowledge 
functions using 
broadband networks, 
digital cooperation 
spaces, and online  
services. 

Platforms for making innovation ecosystems smart through 

institutions, IT, and user-driven innovation 




