EUROPEAN OPPORTUNITIES FOR YOUNG ENTREPRENEURS
Do you think to set up your own business or you are an experienced entrepreneur? RAPIV offers to new and already experienced entrepreneurs excellent opportunities to exchange experience with European partners by taking part in the Programme “Erasmus for young entrepreneurs” of the European Commission (EC).
What is it about?

Erasmus for Young Entrepreneurs targets two groups of entrepreneurs: New entrepreneurs and Host entrepreneurs. New entrepreneurs (NE) are people who are firmly planning to set up their own business or have already started a business within the last three years. Host entrepreneurs (HE) are businessmen who run or manage a successful small or medium-sized enterprise (SME) in the EU. NEs’ and HE’s businesses can be in any economic sector. NEs travel to another EU country and spend time working with an experienced entrepreneur in his or her SME.

Benefits for NEs. NEs can stay abroad working with an experienced entrepreneur between 1 and 6 months. During this period it is expected the NE to gain some key knowledge and skills as critical success factors, effective planning, financial and operational management, development of innovative products and services. The NE also learns for the European commercial law, policies for SME support and the Single European market. This experience is a unique opportunity for the NE to develop a successful business.  
Benefits for HEs. HEs can also benefit from the Programme. Working with a NE who has new ideas and fresh views give them the change to adopt new skills and innovative knowledge. HEs have the possibility to penetrate to foreign markets and find reliable international partners. They can also benefit from the interaction with the other HEs becoming part of a dynamic European business network of successful entrepreneurs. 
How does the Programme work? The registration and assessment of NEs and HEs is implemented by the Intermediary organizations (IO) specialized in providing business support services. The activities of the IOs are coordinated by EUROCHAMBERS, the Association of European Chambers of Commerce and Industry. EUROCHAMBERS provides coordination and support to the Programme. A list with all the IOs is on the site of the Programme: www.erasmus-entrepreneurs.eu. The matching of the new entrepreneurs with the host entrepreneurs is carried out with the help of intermediary organizations. After all the involved parties reach agreement on the plan, aims and details of the training, it can start. The NEs have the right to receive financial assistance for their stay abroad.
Project COLOMBUS 3. COLOMBUS 3 is a project endorsed by the EC with the objective to enhance the entrepreneurship, internationalization and competitiveness of new entrepreneurs and micro, small and SME in EU. COLOMBUS 3 represents a consortium of 8 partners that are organizations providing support for entrepreneurship and SME from the following countries: Bulgaria, Finland, Hungary, Italy, Slovenia, Spain and United Kingdom. The consortium partners act as IOs to enable successful mobility actions between young and experienced entrepreneurs, assisting to fill out application forms, training, supporting logistics and travel, accommodation, guarantying contractual requirements and providing financial resources to cover NEs expenses abroad. 
Entrepreneurs (young and experienced) who are interested to take part in the Programme should fill out a registration on the web site: www.erasmus-entrepreneurs.eu and chooses for his Intermediary organization Regional Agency for Entrepreneurship and Innovations – Varna (RAPIV). For further information, please call on: +359 52 383 700, mobile 0888 880 311 or e-mail: office@rapiv.org.
